TO KRSKINK

3*9

to find in one advertisement an "Ode to Tragedy,1* a

Gentleman  of Scotland,  Alexander  Donaldson,  and
James Boswell) Ksq,    How far my conjecture was just

yciur last letter does most amply testify*

The author of the ** Ode to Tragedy** is a most
excellent man : he is of an ancient family in the west of
Scotland, upon which he values himself not a little.
At his nativity there appeared omens of his future
greatness; hit* parts are bright, and his education has
been good; he has travelled in postchaises miles with-
out number; he is fond of seeing much of the world ;
he eats of every good dish, especially applepie; he
drinks old heck; nc has a very fine temper; he is
somewhat of a humourist, and a little tinctured with
pride; he has a good* manly countenance, and he owns
himself to be amorous; he has infinite vivacity, yet is
observed At times to have n melancholy cast; he is
rather fat than lean, rather short than tail, rather
young than old; his shoes are neatly made, and he
itever wears spectacles. The length of his walking-
stick is not as yet ascertained, but we hope soon to
favour the republic of letters with a solution of this
difficulty, as several able mathematicians are employed
in its investigation, and for that purpose have posted
themselves at different given points in the Canongate ;
so that when the gentleman saunters down to the
Abbey of Holyrood I House, in order to think of ancient
days, on King James the Fifth and on Queen Mary,
they may compute its altitude above the street accord-
ing to the rules of geometry.

I hope you have received I line from me, fixing
Thursday the 24th as the day of our meeting. 1
exult in the prospeet of felicity that 5s before us*
u Mngal " and your ** Critical Review ** shall accompany
me* I will not anticipate your pleasure in reading the